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August 30, 1982

Hr. Willian J, Casey

Director

Central Intellilgence Agency
BoAnNgLon, Btco 20%?

Dear My, Casay,

I most expreas my displeasnrse and disspproval of your comments to the national
Armericen lLagion convention in Chicago August 2}, 1982 saying America sbowld
figet rid of the Freedom of Information Act.” Frankly, I am appalled by such
a statement coming from a govermment official; regardless of which ageucy is
involved,

For your information, the Freedom ¢f Informaltlom Act becams law to protect
the rights of the American eitizenry. It rightfully zllows Americass accoss
to goverament doomrents so that they may be well informed, if they so dealre,
of thedr government's workings, The acht is designed to maks it more AL Memdt
to perpetrate, if not eliminate, abuses by the govermmant, especially ‘th@
C@a’@m Imsesnigance Ageney and Federal Baursaun of Inva&%igaﬁ,@no

Thanks to ths Freedom of Information Act, many zbmses have besem uncovsred.
Without it, lsaders such as yourself can run ranmpant over the Constitntion
and the Bill of Rights, IL%s been done in the past and, given the cerrent
lnclinations of the Regan aduinistraticn, this dlaregard for rights and civil
libertios wonld have escalated, m the name of maltional sscurity, bad the ast
7ot exlated.

In addition, the act prohibita govermment officlsls from hiding behind their
blunders, inefflclenciss and poor work by hidimg filea.

Tis CIA®g files, and for thab matter any other agency®s files, ars pemitted
0 be withhsld from disclosurs under a "pational security® provision--one of
seven etemptions in the Freedom of Information Act. I bsliswa the seven
exempiions are sufficient to withhold reocords, As for forsign agents having
“logal licemse to poks into ouwr files,” I'm surs thers iz mot much those
agenta can discern from your agemcy’s f£iles thal i3 not readily obtainabls .
fmm other ssurces; doth within and without the govarament,
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Mr, Casey, you mst remeuber that govermment is mot a private corporation
which can kesp ite operations out of the public eys and away from publlc

o ' serutiny. The govorzment exists for the pecple, mot those im power. Hay

| I seggsst that 12 you carmot play by the mule; i.e.; the Fiezedom of Information
Act is one of them; then why don't you reeign?

1 would rather see the dismantling of the Central Intelligence Agency than
any weaksning of ths Frasdom of Information Act. Afterall; we are a democracy;

not & tetalisarisn, military regime which the Reagan administration is attempling
" 40 aszexbla, - 9 _

Sincersly.

-STAT

STAT

P.S. 0o ahead and place my name im your files, classify ms as a subvsrsive,
w-American and unpairiotic, I won't mind being under surveillancs
from tims to time, if your agents have nothinmg better te dov, It just
fariher 1lliugbrates uy polnt that we 2rs becoming less tolesrant of
individuals who speak ouby; and hencs; the turn toward a less free
goclety.

oo
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